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Observation Unit Standards and Method of Assessment

Assessment:  Each standard listed below will be assessed with one to two multiple choice questions and an open response question which requires students to diagram the concept and explain it in words.

Assessment System: Each standard will be assessed in the following way

	Grade
	

	1
	Has not yet mastered the standard expected for 8th grade

	2
	Has not yet mastered all aspects of the standard expected for 8th grade

	3
	Achieved the standard expected for 8th grade

	4
	Exceeds the standard expected for 8th grade


Observation Unit Standards:

	Standard
	Multiple Choice Component
	Grade

MC
	Open Response Component
	Grade

OR
	Overall Grade

	Moon Phases
	Given a diagram showing the sun the moon and the Earth in a polar projection, name the moon phase.
	
	Using diagrams and words explain the causes of moon phases.  In your explanation you must include all moon phases. 
	
	

	Solar and Lunar Eclipses
	Given a diagram showing the sun the moon and the Earth in a polar projection, name the type of eclipse shown.
	
	Using diagrams and words explain the causes of solar and lunar eclipses.  In your explanation you must explain both solar and lunar eclipses, and at what moon phases they occur.
	
	

	Monthly tides
	Given a diagram showing the sun the moon and the Earth in a polar projection, identify if this is a spring or neap tide.
	
	Using diagrams and words explain the causes of spring and neap tides.  In your answer you must explain when and where they occur during the lunar cycle and what happens during each type of tide.
	
	

	Daily Tides
	Given a diagram showing the moon and the Earth in a polar projection, identify the high and low tides on the Earth.
	
	Using words and diagrams, explain how many tides a typical coastal area experiences in a 24 hour period and why this occurs.
	
	

	Seasons
	Given a diagram showing the sun the  Earth in a polar projection, identify the season shown.
	
	Using words and diagrams, explain how the tilt of the Earth and revolution of the Earth around the sun cause seasons.   Be sure you can explain why each season occurs when it does in your diagram.
	
	


 Underlying Concepts: The rotation and revolution of the Earth are not directly assessed but imbedded within many of the standards.  It will be critical for all students to have a firm understanding of the implications of the rotation and revolution of the Earth.
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Observation Unit Standards Assessment Cover Sheet
Directions:  Please review the standards given on the other side of this sheet.  Next review the test and this cover sheet with your child and discuss the standards that he or she mastered or exceeded.  If there are standards where your child’s overall grade is less than 3, please come up with a plan for when your child can come for extra help to master these standards.
	Grade
	

	1
	Has not yet mastered the standard expected for 8th grade

	2
	Has not yet mastered all aspects of the standard expected for 8th grade

	3
	Mastered the standard expected for 8th grade

	4
	Exceeds the standard expected for 8th grade


Observation Unit Standards:

	Standard
	Multiple Choice Component
	Grade

MC
	Open Response Component
	Grade

OR
	Overall Grade

	Moon Phases
	
	
	
	
	

	Solar and Lunar Eclipses
	
	
	
	
	

	Monthly tides
	
	
	
	
	

	Daily Tides
	
	
	
	
	

	Seasons
	
	
	
	
	


 Underlying Concepts: 

	Rotation of the Earth
	

	Revolution of the Earth
	


	Plan of Action:
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